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The Circuit Rider Published May 15, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Now Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

2013 Annual Conference Links 
• The 2013 Pre-Conference Workbook can be found at http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1365 
for those of you that are lay members or equalizing members and need to print the workbook.

• Clergy Spouses Luncheon: http://www.eventbrite.com/event/6529743639 

• Small Membership Church Luncheon [Banquet]: http://www.eventbrite.com/event/6495930503 

• Register for Youth Day: http://www.eventbrite.com/event/6209578015 

• Laity Banquet: http://www.eventbrite.com/event/6207120665 

• Annual Conference Mission Offering: http://bit.ly/10oYus9

John 14:8-17
New International Version (NIV)
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will 
be enough for us.”
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even 
after I have been among you such a long time? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How 
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can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say 
to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when 
I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very 
truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, 
because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and 
be with you forever -- 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But 
you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.

And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• May 19, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Coahoma and Quitman County Cluster gather-
ing hosted by Clarksdale First United Methodist 
Church in Clarksdale, Mississippi.

Change The World Weekend  
May 18-19
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt,  
Sr. Communications Specialist
United Methodist congregations across the country and 
around the world are planning to engage simultaneously 
in a Change the World graphic weekend to make a dif-
ference in their communities during the annual Change the World event, May 
18-19.  

Mississippi’s Maples Memorial United Methodist Church in Olive Branch, have 
six projects lined up but have scheduled their Change the World activities on 
different dates since the church had affairs falling on the same weekend, accord-
ing to associate pastor, Adam Gordon.

“One of our youth directors is graduating from the center of youth ministry 
training and that is also our baccalaureate Sunday so we didn’t want to take 
away from those celebrations,” said Gordon, who is leading Maples UMC teams 
in several projects scheduled for Saturday May 25, Saturday June 1, and Sunday 
June 2.

Members will collect shoes for children and adults, clean a park, hold a drive-
thru prayer event, issue quarters to help offset cost for neighbors at laundry 
mats, visit a nursing home and partner with Safehaven Ministries to celebrate 
men making a fresh start after incarceration. This will be the church’s first time 
participating in the Change the World project.

“As United Methodists, and more importantly as Christian disciples, changing 
the world is what our lives are all about -- both as witnesses of having our lives 

Susan and Autumn Norkowski  of Central 
United Methodist Church, Traverse City, 
Mich., prepare to feed folks in need.  Cour-
tesy of Central UMC.
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transformed by God’s love in Jesus Christ and as being doers of the Word. If we are in Christ Jesus, then we are to be in his trans-
formative work. It’s our calling and responsibility as citizens of God’s kingdom,” said Gordon.   

Change the World is a United Methodist Rethink Church event.  Approximately 2,000 churches held some form of outreach last 
year.  For more information about Change the World click here.

Mississippi churches joining in Change the World are asked to send photos and short descriptions of their events to news@
mississippi-umc.org.

Myrlie Evers Appeal to Faith Base Leaders 
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist
A letter dated April 25, 2013, authored by Myrlie Evers Medgar Evers-- widow of Medgar 
Evers -- circulated inviting faith leaders in Mississippi and around the world to join in 
the launch of the Inaugural Medgar Evers Sunday, June 9, 2013.   On this day, they are 
being asked to remember Medgar Evers, the slain civil rights activist, by celebrating his 
legacy and sharing a message of ‘Unity and Faith.’  In the letter his widow writes:

“It has been 50 years since Medgar Wiley Evers was taken from us.  While many of his 
contemporaries know and remember him as a civil rights martyr, countless others do not 
know his full contributions to our nation and to the world.  It is only fitting that we honor 
his legacy as we educate the world that Medgar Evers was a visionary: a servant leader, a 
soldier, a citizen and an American Hero.”

Once the leaders have relayed the message, Evers wants them to visit a special website 
and enter information that will note their participation in this day of ‘Unity and Faith.’   
The special website address is www.MEdayofjusticeandservice.org. Click on Medgar 
Evers Sunday for more information.  

Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. of the Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist 
Church is supporting the effort.

“I strongly encourage 1,100 churches of the Mississippi Conference of the United Meth-
odist Church to join with the Medgar and Myrlie Evers Institute in celebrating a message 
of Unity and Faith on Sunday, June 9, 2013,” said Swanson.

The Medgar and Myrlie Evers Institute have planned several 50th anniversary commem-
orative activities in Washington, D.C and in Jackson, Miss.

The institute is also launching the Inaugural Medgar Evers Day of Justice and Service, 
Saturday, June 8, 2013.   For this event, individuals and organizations are asked to 
implement volunteer service projects throughout their communities around the world and post their contribution and photos on 
the special website as well.  Pictures received by 8:00 p.m. (CST) Sunday, June 9, will be included in a video presentation that will 
be played during the Medgar Evers Black Tie Tribute Gala on Wednesday, June 12, 2013.

If you need further information, please contact Will Jemison at wjemison@gmail.com or Juanita Sims Doty at juanita@jsdfoun-
dation.org.

Campus Ministry Keeps Students Safe 
By Ginny Underwood, United Methodist News Service
The first year of college was tough for 19-year-old Zachery Moore. He moved five hours from home to attend Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College in Perkinston. Like many first-year students, he recalls it was a lonely time.

“I sat in my room all the time,” Moore said. “I was going through some things in my personal life, a death in the family, and I 
needed someone to talk to.”

His grades began to slump, and he was uncertain about remaining in school. A turning point for him was an invitation to attend 
the Wesley Foundation’s monthly Club Night at The Barn, where students crowded the dance floor and enjoyed free food, drinks 
and fellowship.
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Moore, who will graduate in December, said The Barn ministry changed his 
life. “I made it through my first year and came back. I go to The Barn every day. 
If the doors are open, I’m there.” In addition to Club Night, The Barn provides 

Bible studies, mission trip opportunities 
and monthly events that include talent 
shows, salsa dancing lessons and a coffee-
house experience.

The Barn was originally started by the Wes-
ley Foundation to help curb alcohol-related 
accidents in the wake of a 2006 deadly car 
crash that killed six of the school’s students, 
said Heidi Adams, director of campus minis-
tries. The students were returning to campus 
from a nightclub located more than hour 
away.

“After that horrible accident, the campus 
ministry began to look for solutions to keep students safe.  There are many things we do in 
ministry, but to make a safe environment where students can come and not be judged has 
proven to be very important in the lives of the students,” said Adams.  “We minister to them 

by showing love -- the club environment brings them in and the safe environment and support 
system bring them back.”

Simone Warren, a Wesley Foundation leadership team member, said The Barn ministry helped 
her grow in her connection with God and strengthened her faith. “I don’t think a lot of the opportunities I have now would be 
placed in front of me if it wasn’t for The Barn.”

Each year an estimated 1,825 college students between the ages of 18 and 24 die from alcohol-related car accidents, according to 
the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. April is designated as Alcohol Awareness month nationwide.

“We know that our collegiate ministries fill a void during the most impressionable times in the lives of students,” said Gerald D. 
Lord, who heads the Division of Higher Education of the United Methodist Board of Higher Education and Ministry. “When lo-
cal churches and parents can’t be there for students, our United Methodist-related institutions make the difference.”

The United Methodist Education connection includes 520 campus ministries among the 119 schools, colleges and universities in 
the United States. Visit http://public.gbhem.org/findyourplace to locate a collegiate ministry near you.

Bid Now at Missions Marketplace Auction
Serving platters, gift cards, art and a gift basket are just a 
few of the items available for the Missions Marketplace 
Auction; however, more support is needed.  Help make 
this charitable auction a success by encouraging Missis-
sippi United Methodist churches to donate at least one 
item valued at $25 or more to the auction.  Churches that 
have not yet submitted their item are encouraged to do so 
by contacting their district missions secretary.  The contact information is located under the 
“contact tab” on the Mississippi Conference Missions page mississippiummissions.org, or 
by contacting the district office.  Donations will be accepted through June 3.  Also, all mission 
entities and organizations affiliated with the Mississippi Annual Conference are also asked to 
solicit donations for the auction using their network of board members, local volunteers and 
businesses.

All proceeds will go towards one mission or ministry in each of the eleven districts of the 
Mississippi Annual Conference. The first event under this initiative will be held online in the 

Students gather together for a unity service 
at The Barn, a monthly club night ministry 
sponsored by the Wesley Foundation at 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College
in Perkinston, Miss. Photos by Matthew 
Collier.

Student Michael Brown 
sings during the “Open Mic 
Night” at The Barn.

6 ½ x 10 ½ Handmade Cedar 
Cross and Flame  crafted by 

Reverend Andy Ray, Senatobia 
District Superintendent, using 
logs from cedar trees cut down 

at Bakers Chapel UMC.



weeks leading up to Annual Conference. It will culminate at annual conference with items being displayed at the conference.  Bid-
ding for Missions Marketplace open on May 13, 2013 and will close Saturday, June 8, 2013 at 10:00 p.m.

For more information and to view auction items, visit http://missionsmarketplace.org.

United Methodist Women 2013 ‘Mission U’ Event
United Methodist Women will come together once again July 17-20, 2013, at East Central Community College in Decatur to 
renew minds in a journey of discerning the will of God.  Excellent study leaders will help participants explore three new studies:

• The Call: Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly
• The Roma of Europe
• Leaving Home, Finding Home-A Mission Study for Children 

Three scheduling options allow those attending to be engaged in transformation for as many as four days or as few as two.  Feel 
free to choose options two and three and take two studies for only one registration fee of $25.

Clergy will be able to receive a Continuing Education Unit (CEU).  Those taking two studies and participating fully in Mission U 
will receive two CEUs.  Participants taking one study and participate fully in other activities will receive one CEU.

Participants who teach children in their churches and/or communities are encouraged to come to the mission study for children, 
which is offered in option three.

For more details email Jackie Pennington at jackiebill@tecinfo.com.

Baptism Photos Needed
Connect to the POWER of We and help celebrate the meaningful occasion of the Mississippi Annual Conference service of bap-
tism by submitting baptism photos.  The service of baptism will take place on Sunday, June 9 at 2:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome 
to email baptism pictures from around the Mississippi Conference to baptism@asburypetal.com. 

A Connectional Success Story:   
Stewardship for the Small  
Membership Congregation
Submitted by Central United  
Methodist Church
“Celebrating the offering is a spiritual act of worship 
every believer can actively participate in each week.  Giv-
ing becomes a celebration when the believer discovers the joy of generosity, which 
grows out of God’s grace.” -- Melvin Amerson, Celebrating the Offering

 On Saturday, May 4, the Rev. Melvin Amerson, stewardship consultant with the 
Texas Methodist Foundation, and Martha Scarborough, executive director of 
the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation, facilitated a stewardship work-
shop at Jackson’s Central United Methodist Church.

What began as a way for Pat Whitlock, the newly selected stewardship commit-
tee chairperson, to increase stewardship education for the Central UMC con-
gregation became a way to help similar small membership churches.  According 
to Whitlock, “I had envisioned a workshop just for my church.  However, as I 
began to plan, I realized that other similarly-situated churches could possibly 
benefit, and the planning was put into high gear.”

Central UMC’s host committee used the theme ‘Generous Living’ as a way 
to stress that stewardship is not just about giving money or even just about giving.  Letters were sent to 82 pastors in the West 
Jackson and East Jackson districts, inviting the pastors, finance chairs, stewardship chairs, treasurers and/or lay leader to attend.  
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L to R: Rev. Melvin Amerson, Pat Whitlock, 
Martha Scarborough and Rev. Stephen 
Cook.



Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. also endorsed the workshop and followed up with 
the invited churches.  While the workshop was targeted to the East and West 
Jackson districts, members from the Brookhaven, Greenwood, Hattiesburg, 
Meridian, and Seashore districts also attended.

During the workshop, 23 churches were represented by more than 60 partici-
pants who learned new ways to holistically incorporate giving in both worship 
and everyday life.  Amerson used his book, Celebrating the Offering, as one 
resource to redefine generosity and rediscover the offering as a form of wor-
ship, while Martha Scarborough, executive director of the Mississippi United 

Methodist Foundation offered highlights of the vast resources that the Mississippi Methodist Foundation offers.  To enhance 
what was presented during the workshop, each church received a complimentary copy of Amerson’s book.

Feedback indicated that the workshop was more than worth the $10 fee (for lunch) and that more sessions of this nature, spon-
sored by districts or the Mississippi Conference, are needed.

Asbury UMC Member Wins Mayoral Race
Unofficial totals for the Holly Springs Mayoral race reports that Kelvin Buck won by a landslide.  
Buck, a member of Kelvin Buck Asbury UMC in Holly Springs, is a former alderman for the City of 
Holly Springs and currently serves as state representative for Mississippi’s District 5 that consists of 
Marshall and Benton counties.  Representative Buck is a graduate of Rust College.  He is listed as a 
lay member of the Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church.  He was born in 
Tupelo, Mississippi.

Meridian District Announces 
‘Find-A-Church’ Page Competition 
By Renelda Owen, Meridian District Messenger
United Methodist Communications (UMCom) maintains a webpage for every existing United Methodist church at www.find-a-
church.org.  The Find-A-Church page allows churches to introduce their locations and ministries to the community. By updating 
a Find-A-Church profile, churches are able to strengthen their web presence and aid church seekers in finding a congregation that 
they can call home.

The church’s profile serves as a powerful online tool for evangelism.  Searchers simply need to go to the Find-A-Church website 
and type in the zip code of the area where they live and all of the surrounding United Methodist churches will be listed.  People 
can browse through the churches in proximity and click on each church.  UMCom already has the church’s address, pastor’s 
name, contact information, and a map with directions to the church listed on the page.  There is also a general welcome message 
on the page, but it can be so much more!       

After looking through the Meridian District’s church pages on Find-A-Church, it has become clear that most churches are not 
taking full advantage of this free outreach tool. 

Therefore, the Meridian District is launching a friendly competition.  At the annual Clergy Family Picnic in July, winners will 
be announced for the best Find-A-Church Page, with categories for large and small churches.

The site allows for photographs, service times, ministries, mission statements and more.  There is also space to identify the 
church’s website on the Find-A-Church page.  Persons interested in updating a church’s Find-A-Church page can go to http://
www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.4991555/k.FE19/Rethink_Church__If_You_Use_It_They_Will_Come_Why_Fin-
dAChurch_is_Important.htm for details and a tutorial.

Let’s have the most attractive Find-A-Church pages in United Methodism! If You Use It, They Will Come!
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Rev. Melvin Amerson, speaks on stewardship.



Youth Host Mission Day in Starkville District
Recently the District Council on Youth Ministry (DCYM) hosted the Starkville 
District Youth Mission Day led by DCYM president, Gracie Lemmon; vice-
president, Katelyn DCYM Jackson; Matthew Reynolds and at-large member, 
Anna Claire Littlejohn.  Together with several other members from Wesley 
Kosciusko, St. James UMC, Wesley Columbus and Griffin UMC they planned a 
great weekend of service and worship.

It was patterned after the larger MissionFest led by Galloway United Methodist 
Church that happens in Jackson each year the week before annual conference. 
On Friday night, Katelyn Jackson brought the devotion and Gracie and Mat-
thew led with songs. Wesley/Kosciusko sang songs and led the group in a time 
of loving fellowship in the service, followed by a liturgical dance by Lavonte 
Word from St. James UMC in Columbus.  Rev. Kyle Ivy brought a memorable 
message which began talking about super heroes, ending with a touching charge to the youth to remain faithful to the church of 
Jesus Christ.

The next morning, after a scrumptious breakfast cooked by Schaeffer’s Chapel, Lemmon led everyone in a brief devotion. Then 
they made lunches and prepared to go out and work.  Three teams went to nine different sites to clean up yards, several parks, the 
Wesley Foundation at Mississippi State University and visited two nursing homes.

They ended with worship and shared the stories of how God had used them that day.  If anyone would like to be a part of next 
year’s Mission Day, please watch for upcoming dates via emails and newsletters. Any youth who would like to become a part of 
the leadership and planning of this and other Starkville District events, then send them to the District Elections on June 1.

To obtain an application for the DCYM and CCYM, contact Bro. Diane Lemmon at 662-803-9830 or brotherdiane@hotmail.
com.   Don’t miss out on being a part of things! It’s all about connections!

Senatobia District helps STOP HUNGER NOW
Tunica UMC in the Senatobia District hosted a STOP Stop Hunger 2 HUN-
GER NOW event on May 11.  This event was community-wide and Interact 
Club at the local academy made this effort a club project.  Several participants 
from neighboring churches joined those from Tunica UMC to package ap-
proximately 20,365 meals!

Soda Demonstrates God’s Flowing Love
On a recent Wednesday night at Nettleton First in Nettleton, Miss., 
Alicia Monts and Larisa Orman showed third and Soda Demonstra-
tion fourth grade students how the love of God should be overflowing 
in all people every day. The lesson was on love and kindness taken from 
Luke 6:31, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  The 
picture of the soda flowing out of the bottle illustrates how Christians 
should show the love, forgiveness and kindness of God. 
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UM Youth, Get Ready for Nexus
During the 2013 Mississippi Annual Conference, on 
Saturday, June 8, there will be a special time for the 
youth of Mississippi to join together for a huge day of 
connecting, Nexus sharing and worshiping together. 
The Methodist Children’s Homes will join the fun 
later that afternoon. Applications will be available for 
anyone to apply for the CCYM (the conference council 
on youth ministry) in order to help plan next year’s youth day!

Between 8:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., youth will gather outside the conference 
meeting room to assemble for a time of prayer. They will surround the adult 
delegates to pray over them in the big meeting room as they begin their day!

Later the youth will convene for games, lunch and music by LP (Like Paul), a 
Christian rapper and enjoy a concert by Stereo Radio, an upcoming Chris-
tian band that has toured world-wide. Mike Howington, the new confer-
ence youth coordinator will deliver a fun (GREAT stories!) and meaningful 
message.

Youth Day at annual conference is June 8, 2013 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at the 
Jackson Convention Complex in Jackson, Mississippi. The cost to attend is 
$20.00.

For more information call Diane Lemmon at 662-803-9830.

Go to  http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/A94E23A50B64446CB0C9197884AFE0D2_Conference%20Youth%20Ministry%20
Event%5B1%5D.pdf  for required health and permission form.
Go to http://www.eventbrite.com/event/6209578015# to register for youth day at annual conference.
Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_tevNqKeQI&noredirect=1 to listen to “Madeline” by Stereo Radio.
Go to  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9W_cKCTucQc to listen to “Get Your Shine On” by LP (Like Paul)

Retirement Announcement
A retirement reception will be held for Rev. Glenn Seefeld and his wife Winna in the Russell Annex of First United Methodist 
Church in Greenwood on June 2 from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Rev. Seefeld is the pastor of First UMC Greenwood.  His wife Winna 
recently retired as district secretary for the Greenwood District of the Mississippi Conference.  Those wishing to send gifts to the 
couple should mail them to: First United Methodist Church, Attn.: Seefeld Retirement, PO Box 1870, Greenwood, MS 38935-
1870.

School of Congregational Development Scholarships
General Board of Global Minstries (GBGM) has racial ethnic scholarships available for lay, clergy, young adults and seminary 
students to attend the August 15-18, 2013 School of Congregational Development, to be held in Denver, Colorado.

Scholarships are available in increments of $325 for Denver area residents and $500 for persons living outside of Denver.  In addi-
tion, $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to seminary students.

This $1,000 scholarship only applies to students living outside of Denver.

Go to http://www.cvent.com/events/scd-2013-denver/cust21-6ca4b92def944fe3b10883851767f09f.aspx for the application and 
additional details.
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UMM Fish Fry at Hinds Chapel UMC
The United Methodist Men (UMM) of Hinds Chapel UMC and Horn Lake UMC will host their annual fish fry and fundraiser 
Saturday, May 18 at 5:00 p.m. at Hinds Chapel, located at 5105 Church Road in Lake Cormorant. The cost is $9 for adults and 
$4.50 for children six and under.  Children four and under eat free.  The meal includes fresh fried or baked catfish filets, coleslaw, 
hushpuppies, hand-cut fries and iced tea.  Takeout orders are also available.  All net proceeds from the event will benefit local mis-
sions and charities supported by the UMM.

ELATION Performing “GODSPELL”
The music group ELATION of St. Stephen United Methodist Church in Mesquite, Texas, will appear in concert at Galloway Me-
morial UMC in Jackson, Miss. on Thursday, June 20, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.  Galloway Memorial UMC is located at 305 N. Congress 
Street in Jackson.  Admission is free.

ELATION is composed of 33 youth ranging in age from 12 to 18.  The group was formed in August of 1999 and has shared 
“Godspell” with over 140 congregations in 32 states and Canada throughout the past thirteen years.  All cast members have both 
singing, dancing and speaking roles to help retell the parables from the Gospels in “GODSPELL.” The musical drama of the life of 
Christ is understood by the youth to be their means of conveying the message of Jesus Christ.  Come out for a wonderful night of 
fun and fellowship. 

Sara Hillman, the wife of Rev. Adam “Bryd” Hillman 
suffered a stroke and is at Baptist Hospital in Jackson. 
Byrd is the Mississippi Conference pension liaison offi-
cer and Sara works closely with him. The family deeply 
appreciates your prayers.

Please pray for Mary Lou Ford, mother-in-law of Rev. 
Chuck Bursi, who serves Love UMC. Mrs. Ford is in 
Baptist Desoto Hospital.

Barbara Haynes, spouse of Rev. Rickey Haynes (Coldwater and Arkabutla UMC) and mother of Rev. Frank Haynes (Christ 
UMC) will undergo knee surgery on May 15.  Please pray for a speedy recovery and rehabilitation.

Rev. Milton Boyd will undergo a heart procedure on May 22.  Please keep him and his wife Mimi in your prayers.

Please pray for Elsie Warfield, mother of Cindy Clark, the graphic designer for the Mississippi Conference of The United Meth-
odist Church. Cindy has served  in this position for the past 15 years. Mrs. Warfield will be undergoing surgery for a subdural 
hemorrhage.

Employment Opportunities
• Youth Minister
Marvin United Methodist Church in Florence, MS is seeking to hire a part-time Youth Minister. Duties will include de-
veloping a comprehensive youth ministry for student’s grades 7-12. Salary will be commensurate with experience. If 
interested, please mail your resume to SPRC Chair, Ann Armentrout at 211 N. Church St. Florence, MS 39073 or email it 
to marvinchurch@windstream.net. A full job description is available at Marvin United Methodist Church website www.
mumc.me.

• Shiloh UMC Youth Director
The Youth Minister will provide “adult” Christian guidance and counseling for the youth in our church, while striving to 
provide an environment that promotes Christian fellowship and education, along with a feeling of belonging to both the 
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youth group and the church. The two main goals and objectives of the youth minister will be to first; teach the youth about 
the salvation work of God through Jesus Christ for theirs and the life of this world and secondly; to use the Bible as the 
primary source of teaching and guidance to bring about the five-fold purpose of worship, ministry, evangelism,
fellowship and discipleship.

• Director and Organizer for Women’s and Children’s Advocacy Sought
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The General Board of Church & Society (GBCS) seeks to fill the position of Director and Orga-
nizer for Women’s and Children’s Advocacy. This position oversees the work of the Louise and Hugh Moore Population 
Project (LHMPP), which advocates for the health and safety of women and children around the globe.

The Director is responsible for mobilizing, training and supporting United Methodists to advocate for women, children, 
population and development as it relates to child labor, child sex trafficking, age appropriate sex education, child sexual 
abuse, the impact of war on children, violence against women, reproductive justice and human trafficking.

Additional responsibilities for the Director include developing and strengthening coalition partnerships with UMC organi-
zations, ecumenical coalitions and secular groups. The Director participates in interagency work for the UMC Global AIDS 
Fund Committee, the GBOD Committee on Older Adults, UMW Program Advisory Board and COSROW’s Sexual Ethics 
Task Force.

Interested persons must submit a cover letter and resume with three professional references by Friday, May 24.

A full job description can be found at http://umc-gbcs.org/about-us/jobs/director-and-organizer-for-womens-and-chil-
drens-advocacy-gbcs. For more information, contact Frances Roberts at froberts@gbcs.org.

• Marvin UMC in Florence, Mississippi is seeking to hire a part-time music minister/worship leader. Duties will
include working with a praise team and chancel choir. Salary will be commensurate with experience. If interested please 
mail your resume to SPRC Chair Ann Armentrout at 211 N. Church St. Florence, MS 39073 or email it to marvinchurch@
windstream.net. A full job description is available at our website www.mumc.me.

• Benton United Methodist Church
Position Description: part-time youth director
Reports to: Pastor
Primary Mission: Offer the opportunity to the area youth to grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ through programs, 
bible studies, retreats and events. Plan and implement these programs and activities in such a way as to form, encourage 
and strengthen the youth as they continue their spiritual journey.

Duties:
1. Organize, oversee, and lead a vital ministry to the 7th-12th grade youth.
2. Develop a strategic, creative and comprehensive ministry for the youth that includes Sunday night activities(bible stud-
ies, worship experiences, etc.); at least one monthly event (such as local mission project, Christian educational event, fel-
lowship event, etc); as well as involvement in a summer trip experience such as a mission trip or spiritual formation event.
3. Teach and equip the youth to live as a disciple of Christ.
4. Initiate fund raisers for the youth’s programs, trips and events.
5. Keep appropriate program, membership and financial records to aid in the evaluation of the youth ministry.
6. Have a presence on the Benton Academy Campus(or other schools church students may attend), by attending sporting 
events, eating lunch with students, offer devotionals during school assemblies, etc.
7. Counsel students as needed.
8. Perform other duties as directed by the pastor.

Applicant Requirements:
1. Applicant must be able to relate to the youth and build relationships with them, but know the difference between being 
their friend and being their pal.
2. Applicant must be of the highest moral character and have a strong Christian (preferably United Methodist) back-
ground.
3. Applicant must possess proven leadership qualities and organizational skills.
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4. Applicant must be able to relate to people, to work with volunteers and staff, to function in the role with emotional and 
spiritual maturity and sound judgment
5. Prior experience in leading youth or equivalent education is desirable.
6. Applicant must present impeccable references and background and be willing to submit to a thorough background 
check.
Salary will be negotiated based on experience, distant travelled and work schedule.

• Broadmeadow United Methodist Church is seeking a part-time director of children and youth activities. Responsibilities 
include the Sunday school hour for preschool and elementary age children, Sunday night activities for youth, special events 
for children and youth, planning opportunities for children and youth to participate in worship and outreach to neighbor-
hood children and youth. A successful applicant will be able to teach and lead activities with children and youth, organize 
parents and volunteers and facilitate their participation in all aspects of the ministry, conduct meetings, plan and carry out 
special events, and represent the children and youth ministries at church leadership team meetings.

The position is available June 1.

Salary is commensurate with education and experience. You may submit a resume via e-mail to the Rev. Rob Hill at
revrobhill@gmail.com or send to his attention at Broadmeadow UMC, 4419 Broadmeadow Drive, Jackson, MS 39206. 

• Crossgates UMC in Brandon, MS
Crossgates UMC is seeking a full-time Director of Children’s Ministry. A person with a heart for ministry and children. 
The successful candidate will be responsible for cultivating and encouraging the spiritual growth of children from birth 
through 6th grade, and their families. We are looking for an energetic person who lives out their faith in all they do, and 
who will teach, encourage and nurture our children in their relationship with God and one another. The director/pastor 
shall exhibit worship leadership skills along with the ability to recruit, coordinate and lead volunteers. It is preferable that 
the director of children’s ministry will possess a college degree in ministry or education, and have previous experience in 
ministry or education.
Interested applicants should send resumes to vnicholson@crossgatesumc.org. The deadline for receiving applications is 
May 17, 2013.

• The General Commission on Religion & Race (GCORR) of The United Methodist Church, charged with empowering 
the Church to pursue racial equity and cultural competency to build a stronger, more vibrant denomination, is accepting 
applications for three staff positions in its Washington, D.C. office. The three positions include a communications strategist, 
a training and development specialist, and a research and data integrity specialist.
The Communications Strategist will work in partnership with GCORR leadership and key stakeholders in the United 
Methodist Church to carry out the mission of GCORR through focused communications efforts, including the develop-
ment and implementation of strategic communication planning documents, social media partnerships, blog writing, train-
ings, material development and dissemination, webinars and traditional media work.
The Training and Development Specialist will develop and implement a comprehensive Intercultural competency training 
program. The Training and Development Specialist will also be responsible for leading the efforts of the agency in partner-
ship with annual conferences, local churches, and denominational entities to function in multicultural environments and 
develop action plans for implementing knowledge, awareness and skills at the individual and denominational level.
The Research and Data Integrity Specialist will work with GCORR leaders to plan, coordinate, conduct and report find-
ings from various GCORR studies as well as consult with GCORR staff and other denominational agencies and ecumenical 
groups to obtain, analyze and report information in ways that are compelling accurate, and action-inspiring.
Complete position descriptions and application processes—including cover letter, resume and supporting documentation 
requirements—are available on the GCORR website under Employment Opportunities. All positions remain open until 
filled.
The General Commission on Religion and Race (GCORR) was established in 1968 to challenge and equip the denomina-
tion’s agencies, institutions, annual (regional) conferences and congregations to achieve full, equal participation of its racial 
and ethnic constituencies in the total life and mission of the church. GCORR is an equal opportunity employer and consid-

Page 11



ers applicants for all positions without regard to race, color, age, gender, national origin, disability, sexual orientation or any 
other legally protected status. Denominational membership is not required.
For more details contact Frances J. Roberts at froberts@umc-gbcs.org or 202-495-5658.

Heavenly Hash 
1 (13 1/2 oz.) can pineapple chunks
1 small jar maraschino cherries
1 (11 oz.) can mandarin oranges
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1 c. miniature marshmallows
1/2 cup shredded coconut
1/2 pint dairy sour cream
Drain fruit. Combine all ingredi ents. Chill until time to serve.

 – By Janice West in “Fruits of Our Labour”  
published by the Prayer Warriors Sunday School Class of Hickory Flat UMC

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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